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Welcome To Year 6
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Meet The Team

Mr Needs is the class teacher in Spruce class and Miss 
Kerlogue is the class teacher in Oak class. 

Mrs Shattock and Miss Bridson will be providing PPA cover on 
Wednesday afternoons in both classes. 

Mrs Riley will be working in both classes this year. Miss Watts 
will be working in Oak class. 
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Our Routines and Organisation

Our PE lessons take place on Tuesdays (Outdoor PE) and Thursdays (Indoor PE).

On Mondays, reading records will be collected and returned and the class poetry journal 
will be sent home. 

On Fridays, homework will be set and collected in. 

Equipment

Children can bring their reading book, water bottle and lunch box to school in a small 
backpack. Please help us by reminding pupils that toys should not be brought into school.
Children in Year 6 can bring one small pencil case to school that will fit easily in their 
drawer. This can contain a pencil, rubber, ruler, sharpener, coloured pencils and a glue 
stick. Felt tips, gel pens and calculators are not required.
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Uniform 

We want every child in our family of schools to feel proud wearing their 
school uniform.

At the Whiteoak Academies, we feel that wearing a school uniform helps 
our children to develop a clear sense of identity and belonging and 
reflects the high standards we are striving to achieve for each and every 
individual. If you experience any difficulties providing this, please do 
contact the school office who will discuss this in the strictest confidence.

Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly labelled with your 
child’s name. This helps them to identify their own belongings and take 
responsibility for finding them if they become lost. It also helps us to 
help them with this!

More detail can be found here:
https://www.hannahmoreandgrove.co.uk/page/?title=School+Uniform&pid=165

https://www.hannahmoreandgrove.co.uk/page/?title=School+Uniform&pid=165
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Keeping in Touch
It is really important to us to have open lines of communication so that we can 
work successfully in partnership with parents and families.

Key information and reminders for 
our class and year group can be 
shared quickly and easily on Dojo. It 
is also useful for non-urgent 
questions and messages. Teachers 
will aim to read and respond within 
the hours of 8.30am-4.00pm on 
working days. On occasion this may 
take up to 72 hours. 

For more urgent 
enquiries and messages, 
please do phone the 
school office where the 
team will be happy to 
help. 

Where concerns or 
questions require a more 
detailed conversation, 
teachers and families are 
asked to arrange a phone 
call or meeting at a 
mutually convenient time 
in school.
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Our Curriculum



English Writing Opportunities
• Non-chronological report
• Discussion text
• Formal letter
• Biography
• Narrative

Maths
Number & place value
• 7 digit numbers
• Comparing and Ordering up to 10 

million
• Rounding
• Using negative nu numbers
Decimals
• Identify values
• Multiply decimals by 10, 100 & 1000
• Divide decimals by 10 & 100
• Multiply decimals (1 and 2 d.p.) by a 1 

digit number
Multiplication & Division
• Multiples, factors and Prime numbers
• Multiply 4 digits by 2 digits
• Divide 3 digit numbers by two digits 

and give remainders in different forms 
where needed and specified.

• Divide 4 digit numbers by two digits 
and give remainders in different forms 
where needed and specified.

Geometry: Position and Direction
• Using coordinates to describe and plot 

across 4 quadrants
• Draw, translate and reflect shapes.

Science
Living things and their habitats
Changing Materials

History
What was life like as a child in Bristol 
during World War Two?

Year 6
Autumn Term Overview

Art
Self Portraits
Patrick Hughes: Perspective

Music
Charanga – ‘Happy’           
Christmas singing 

Religious Education
Islam – What is the best way for a Muslim 
to show commitment to God?

Geography
Earthquakes: Who’s at fault?

Design & Technology 
Shelters and Structures

PE & Games
Indoor (Thursday)
• Fitness
• Volleyball
Outdoor (Tuesday)
• Swimming Term 2
• Tag Rugby

PSHE
• Being me in my world
• Celebrating difference

Computing
Internet Communication
Webpage creation

French
French Sport and the Olympics

English Key Texts
• My Friend The Octopus
• Anne Frank
• The Whispering Town
• Class Novel – ‘My Friend The Octopus’ 

and ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’

Core Values
• Friendship (Term 1)
• Courage (Term 2)
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Knowledge Organisers
The purpose of a knowledge organiser is to provide the children with easy access to the key knowledge relating to a 
particular unit of learning. When used well, they support children to build a secure understanding and strong recall of 
this knowledge.



A knowledge organiser is a simple one-page 
document that contains a summary of the key 
knowledge of a topic. 

Knowledge organisers help us to share with the 
children:

• factual knowledge in easy-to-digest chunks
• technical vocabulary with definitions 
• visual representations – diagrams and maps.

At the Whiteoak Academies we use knowledge 
organisers in Geography and History.

What is a knowledge organiser? For teachers, a knowledge organiser serves as a powerful tool that provides focus and 
support while teaching each lesson. It is a constant reminder of the ‘need to know’ 
knowledge.

Children can revise, quiz and review their subject knowledge using their knowledge 
organiser. It can empower them to take charge of their own learning.

Knowledge organisers also provide a precise and easy to understand way for parents to 
become more aware of and involved in their child’s learning. The other side of this sheet, 
provides a series of activities that can be completed using the knowledge organiser at home. 
We hope it will help you to help your child to review, retrieve and deepen their knowledge.

How does a knowledge organiser support retrieval practice?

Retrieval practice is a teaching and learning strategy that can be used both inside and outside 
the classroom. It focuses on getting information out of the memory and involves recalling 
information. By retrieving information, the memory is strengthened. 

It is important to note that retrieval practice is not used for assessment but it can show the 
children where the gaps are in their knowledge. The focus is low stakes and prompts can be 
provided. 

What might this look like?
• Multiple choice questions
• Verbal recall
• Writing from memory what can be remembered

Regular retrieval practice can strengthen memory and knowledge, boost confidence and 
increase motivation!

Knowledge Organisers



Use a purple pen 
to check/correct 

your work.

Check what you have 
written. Correct any 

mistakes in a purple pen 
and add anything you have 

missed. Repeat.
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Science Glossaries

For each new Science topic, children will have a 
science glossary. 

This helps them to make links with previous 
learning – reminding them of vocabulary and 
content already studied. 

It also introduces and explains the new vocabulary 
that will be key to their understanding of the 
concepts and processes under study.



At the Whiteoak Academies we use 
glossaries to support the learning in 
our Science lessons.

What is a Science Glossary?

Science Glossaries

How do they help our children to 
‘Talk like a Scientist’?

Each glossary contains the new vocabulary that the 
children will be taught throughout the Science unit of 
work. 

Each word is clearly defined in an age-appropriate way. 
By learning these terms, children are able to talk using 
increasingly complex subject-specific language…they are 
learning to ‘Talk like a scientist’.

We recognise that new learning builds on prior learning 
and so all of the vocabulary we teach has been carefully 
mapped from Reception to Year 6. The words in the 
green box remind the children of their prior learning.

Please help the children to learn the words on the 
science glossary each term. Perhaps play a matching 
game with the words and definitions or encourage the 
children to redraw and label their own versions of the 
diagrams – remember using their memory, strengthens 
their memory! 
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The Whiteoak Reading Spine
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Homework

In Year 6, pupils are encouraged to spend up to 2 hours and 30 minutes per week on 

their homework.

This should consist of:

 Home reading, ideally a short burst daily but a minimum of four reads per week. This 

should be recorded by an adult in the home reading record.
 Weekly Maths retrieval work, which will be sent home each Friday.
 Times table practice (see useful websites for games and activities) and Times Table 

Rockstars.
 Retrieval practice - various activities will be set by the teacher to help the children to 

consolidate the History, Geography and Science learning they are doing in class. This will 

include the use of the Knowledge Organisers and Science glossaries for retrieval 

practice.

Please do keep in touch, of course with your successes, but especially if your child is 

experiencing any difficulties with the homework set. We are here to help and are very keen 

that this does not become a deterrent to learning. You may also find the useful websites listed 

below helpful for supporting homework.
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The Importance of Reading

“Reading for pleasure is the single biggest factor in success 

later in life, outside of an education. Study after study has 

shown that those children who read for pleasure are often the 

ones who are most likely to fulfil their ambitions. If your child 

reads, they will succeed – it’s that simple.” Bali Rai, author 

We ask that all children, regardless of age or ability, read aloud to an 
adult and share ideas about a text at least 4 times each week.

Please also continue to read to your child – even when they can read well 
themselves. This time together, sharing a story or non-fiction text, is a 
really powerful way of connecting, developing vocabulary and deepening 
their understanding of not only the book but the world around them. 
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Class Poetry Journal
Our class poetry journal will come home with a different class member 
each week. Please enjoy sharing the poetry anthology and support 
children as they respond to their favourite poem in the journal.  
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Y6 Residential 

Key Information 
• 16th – 18th October 
• Children to bring a packed lunch for Monday.
• All essential information forms have been returned – thank you!
• Code of conduct forms need to be returned, please
• Day Activities: Bodyboarding, Zip Wire, Challenge Course, Survivor, Archery 

Tag, High Ropes
• Evening Activities: Ambush & Disco
• Rooms/Groups: Children will be in rooms allocated by teachers. These will be 

different to their day groups, which will have 12 children per group with one 
adult.

• Full information video will be uploaded to the website/ClassDojo
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Love Reading 4 Kids

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/school/37091
Using the above link, you can access our school’s LoveReading page. Here you will find lists of 
recommended texts for each Year group. These contain some of our Reading Spine books and 

other titles we know the children will love! 


