
  

Reception Medium Term planning – Term 4  

  

Down at the bottom of the garden   TTS – Talk Through Stories                 Wr – writing focus  
  

  Wk 1 wb. 23/2 Wk 2 wb.  2/3 Wk 3 wb 9/3 Wk 4 wb. 16/3 Wk 5 wb. 23/3 Wk 6 wb. 30/3 

Key dates  Begins on 18th February and 
ends on 2nd April 2026 

 
Shrove Tuesday – 17th Friday 
Start of Ramadan: 18th 
February 2026 

Holi: 3rd March 2026 

 
Mother's Day (Mothering 
Sunday): 15th March 2026 
 
Sikh New Year (Nanakshahi 

New Year): 14th March 

Reading Drop In – Monday 
16th and Thursday 19th  

Eid al-Fitr: 20th March 
2026 

 

Phonics learn-along – 
Tuesday 24th and Friday 
27th  

Good Friday – 3rd April 2026 

  Planting seeds   Caterpillars Little red hen crime scene  

  
  

Literacy  

 Perfectly Norman 
 
‘Norman put on his coat. He had 
his coat at dinner. He had his coat 
in the bath.’ 

 
‘He had his coat in bed. He had his 
coat at the park. He had his coat in 
the car. He had his coat at the 
pool.’ 

 Wr –  “My wings are” 
 
WORLD BOOK DAY  

 
Poetry focus – Shirley Hughes 
Out and About (art) 
 
 

Minibeasts    
  
Wr – Minibeast facts 
Ants work in a burrow.  
Ants dig deep down into the 
mud.  
Ants can lift a big bit of food.  
 
I can see bees buzzing on a log.  
I can see a snail on a stick.  
I can see …. 
 
Independent minibeast 
sentences 

 

Minibeasts   
  
Wr – minibeast riddle   

I am black.  
I spin webs with silk.  
I have 8 long legs.  
 
Wr – I went on a bug hunt. I 
saw a snail with a shell. I saw 
a worm down in the mud.  
I saw a slug under the log.  
 
Independent minibeast 
riddles.  
 

 The Little Red Hen  
 
Wr – I saw… 
         I think …  
 
Wr – The red hen plants the 
grains. The red hen cuts the 
corn. The red hen …  

  The Little Red Hen 

 
Wr – “Will you help me plant the corn?” said 

the red hen. 
“Not I,” said the duck. “Not I,” said the cat. 
“Not I,” said the dog. 
“ I will do it myself”  said the red hen and so 
she did.  
 

Talk through Stories  Perfectly Norman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

extraordinary  
uncomfortable  
swooping (swoop, swooped) 
miserable  
hesitantly (hesitant, hesitate) 
problematic  
nervously (nervous) 

Perfectly Norman  
 
 
 

 
 
 

extraordinary  
uncomfortable  
swooping (swoop, swooped) 
miserable  
hesitantly (hesitant, hesitate) 
problematic  
nervously (nervous) 

Minibeasts  

 
Skeleton 
Predator  
Minibeast 
Hover (hovering) 

Minibeasts  

 
Skeleton 
Predator  
Minibeast 
Hover (hovering) 

How a recycling truck works 
Lara Bryan 

 
Recycle (recycling) 
Factory 
Container 
bundle 

How a recycling truck works Lara Bryan 

 
Recycle (recycling) 
Factory 
Container 
bundle 



  
  

Phonics  

 Phase 3 Mastery   
Revisit GPCs and CEW: ai ee igh 
oa, was, you 

 Phase 3 Mastery  
Revisit GPCs and CEW: oo ar 
or ur they, all 

 Phase 3 Mastery  
Revisit GPCs and CEW: ow oi 
ear air, are, my 

 Phase 3 Mastery  
Revisit GPCs and CEW: ure er, 
her 

 Phase 3 Mastery  
Assess and review Phase 3 
work 

 Phase 3 Mastery  
Assess and review Phase 3 work 
 
 

  
Mathematics  

  

Building 9 and 10 
Conceptual subitising  
Mastering Number – Week 16 

  Building 9 and 10  
Mastering Number – Week 
17 

Building 9 and 10  
Mastering Number – Week 
18 

  Building 9 and 10  
Mastering Number – Week 
19 

Explore 3D shapes 
Mastering Number – Week 
20 

  Explore 3D shapes 
Recap and review  
 

  
  

PSED  

Jigsaw – Healthy me  
Focus – Everybody’s body  
  

Jigsaw – Healthy me Focus – 
We like to move it move it  
  
  

Jigsaw –   
Focus – Food glorious food  

Jigsaw – Healthy me  
Focus –sweet dreams  
  

Jigsaw – Healthy me  
Focus – keeping clean  
  
  

Jigsaw – Healthy me  
Focus – Stranger danger  
  
  
  

PSED Key vocabulary –  
Asleep, challenge, exercise, healthy, hygiene, movement, less healthy, stranger, worried, unexpected, unplanned, clean, germs, rest, safe,  

scared, sleep, teeth, stretch  

Expressive Arts and Design  Blossom trees - link to RE signs of 
spring 

 
 

Recap Mondrian line art from 
term 2 (straight lines/blocks of 
colour)  
Create art using straight zig zag 
lines 
World Book Day - Shirley Hughes 
art work – Friday 6th March  
Blossom trees  
 

Art – spider webs - link to Joan 
Miró – Playful, dancing lines - 
Let your line go on an 
adventure. (children to create 
artwork to music) 

 
  
Mother’s Day cards   

Zao Wou-Ki – charcoal lines – 
soft lines and smudges  

Easter art – Peter Rabbit 
characters and backgrounds  

 
Easter craft 

Easter art – Peter Rabbit characters and 
backgrounds  

 
Easter craft  

EAD Key vocabulary –  
Straight, Wavy, Curved, Zigzag, Thick, Thin, Chalk, Pastel, Charcoal 

Understanding the World  Signs of spring  
Welly walk   
 
LSP unit -  

• Understand that plants 
and animals are living 
things and need food, 
water, air, and space to 
grow and survive 

 

Signs of spring – matching  
mother and baby animals  

 
LSP unit -  

• Describe the life cycle 
of a plant and 
understand what 
plants need to grow 

Computing – Ipads 

 
LSP unit -  

• Understand the role 
of people in caring 
for plants so they can 
complete their life 
cycles 

 

Computing – Ipads  
 
LSP unit -  

• Describe the life cycle 
of a butterfly and 
understand that 
animals change as 
they grow 

 

 Computing – mouse skills  
 
LSP unit -  

• life cycle of a chicken 
and understand that 
they will change as 
they grow 

 

Computing – mouse skills  
 
LSP unit -  

• Understand their role in caring 
for animals they will change as 
they grow 

 

UTW Key Vocabulary – 
 Living, survive, food, water, air, space, seed, germinate, root, stem, leaf, flower,  

fruit, care, water, sunlight, soil, nutrients, gardening, egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, butterfly, metamorphosis,  
egg, chick, pullet, cockerel, hen, rooster, feed, water,shelter,  groom, vet, health, 

RE  
  

Discovery – Easter  
Focus – signs of spring  

Discovery – Easter  
Focus – spring into life  

Discovery – Easter Focus – 
a Christian celebration  

Discovery – Easter Focus – 
A Christian celebration  

Discovery – Easter  
Focus –  A celebration  

Exploring Easter – easter egg hunt – making 
cards   

RE Key Vocabulary –  
Seasons, Winter, Spring, Summer, Autumn, Signs of Spring, Environment, Baby, Grow, New Life, Nature, Wildlife,  

Life Cycle, Easter, Easter Egg, Celebrate, Christians, Jesus, Jerusalem, Donkey, Romans, Palm Leaves, Hosanna, Last Supper, 
 Disciples, Garden of Gethsemane, Prayer, Judas, Trial, Cross, Hot Cross Bun, Palm Cross, Weather, Resurrection 

Physical Education  Get Set 4 PE: Dance – unit 1  Get Set 4 PE: Dance – unit 1  Get Set 4 PE: Dance – unit 1  Get Set 4 PE: Dance – unit 2  Get Set 4 PE: Dance – unit 2  Get Set 4 PE: Dance – unit 2   

Key Vocabulary –  
action bend count move shake space twist  

direction high low 

Key Vocabulary – 
actions beat counts direction fast finish position  

high low quickly shape slowly start position travel 



Online Safety  Self-image and identity What do uncomfortable, 
embarrassed and upset mean? 

What online and offline 
scenarios can make us feel sad, 
uncomfortable, embarrassed or 
upset? 

What can we do if someone 
makes us feel uncomfortable, 
embarrassed or upset online or 
offline? 

Copyright and ownership 
 
How do I know work belongs to 
me? 

Taking work that belongs to someone else 

Self- image and identity Key Vocabulary  
Emotions  Sad Uncomfortable Embarrassed  Upset Online Offline, Trusted adult 

Copyright and ownership Key Vocabulary  
Belong, Feel 

 


