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From Dr Crow’s journal, 28th July 1915 

Just returned this evening from Bryher, having called on 
four patients, including Jack Brody and Lucy Lost. Rather 
fatigued. Mrs Cartwright has made me fish pie again. I can 
never abide it, but dare not tell her so. Eleven years she 
has been with me now as housekeeper, and for eleven years 
I have been hinting to her that fish pie is not to my taste. 
Nothing I say makes any difference. She is an admirable 
woman, and a great help to me in the house, looks after 
me, and the patients, most diligently. But her fish pie… her 
fish pie is execrable.

Extract from Chapter Eight of ‘Listen to the Moon’ by 
Michael Morpurgo.

7 

Fish Pie Quick Questions
But her fish pie… her fish pie is 
execrable. Which word is not a 
synonym of ‘execrable’? Tick one. 
 

   disgusting 
   abhorrent 

 
Why do you think this extract of text 
is written in italics? 

�  

�

Predict what might happen if Dr 
Crow were to tell Mrs Cartwright 
that he did not like her fish pie. 

�  

�

What impression do you get of Dr Crow from this extract? 
Explain your answer. 

�  

�

�

   dull 
   foul
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Fish Pie Answers
But her fish pie… her fish pie is 
execrable. Which word is not a 
synonym of ‘execrable’? Tick one.  

   disgusting 
   abhorrent  

Why do you think this extract of text 
is written in italics?  
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I 
think it is written in italics because 
it is from Dr Crow’s journal so it 
will need to stand out as being 
different from the rest of the text in 
the book.

Predict what might happen if Dr 
Crow were to tell Mrs Cartwright 
that he did not like her fish pie.  
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I predict that he would 
hurt Mrs Cartwright’s feelings and she might choose to 
leave her post as his housekeeper.  
What impression do you get of Dr Crow from this extract? 
Explain your answer.  
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I get the impression that 
Dr Crow is tactful because he has chosen not to tell Mrs 
Cartwright outright that he doesn’t 
like her fish pie.
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