
Questions
1. What is Charles Darwin going to name his book?

 

2. ...there are distinct differences between those  
living on different islands. 
What does the word distinct mean? Tick one. 

   clear 
   unclear 
   difficult 
   unknown 

3. Using 20 words or fewer, summarise Charles  
Darwin’s discovery.

 

 

4. What do you think Charles Darwin will write  
about in his next diary entry?
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Diary from the Diary from the 
Galapagos IslandsGalapagos Islands

1834

The Galapagos Islands

Dear Diary,

Today, I have discovered more evidence for my 
theory of natural selection. Although the finches 
on these islands all share similar characteristics, 
there are distinct differences between those living 
on different islands. Close observation has revealed 
that the finches have differently shaped beaks 
depending on the food available on the island and 
how it needs to be reached. For example, those 
who need to reach into trees have longer, thinner 
beaks. This further fuels my idea that only the best 
adapted birds have survived for long enough to 
produce offspring.

I shall be writing about this in more detail in my 
book. I’ve finally decided upon a name: The Voyage 
of the Beagle.

Charles Darwin
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Answers
1. What is Charles Darwin going to name his book?

Charles Darwin is going to name his book ‘The  
Voyage of the Beagle’.

2. ...there are distinct differences between those  
living on different islands. 
What does the word distinct mean? Tick one. 

   clear 
   unclear 
   difficult 
   unknown 

3. Using 20 words or fewer, summarise Charles  
Darwin’s discovery.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: He discovered 
that the different finches had different beak 
shapes depending on the food available to them.

4. What do you think Charles Darwin will write  
about in his next diary entry?

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that 
Charles Darwin will write about how writing 
his book is going and whether or not people will 
enjoy reading it.

1

4

6

14 
21 
28 
35 
42 
49 
58 
67 
76 
86 
94 
96

107 
116 
119

121
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1834

The Galapagos Islands

Dear Diary,

Today, I have discovered more evidence for my 
theory of natural selection. Although the finches 
on these islands all share similar characteristics, 
there are distinct differences between those living 
on different islands. Close observation has revealed 
that the finches have differently shaped beaks 
depending on the food available on the island and 
how it needs to be reached. For example, those 
who need to reach into trees have longer, thinner 
beaks. This further fuels my idea that only the best 
adapted birds have survived for long enough to 
produce offspring.

I shall be writing about this in more detail in my 
book. I’ve finally decided upon a name: The Voyage 
of the Beagle.

Charles Darwin
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